THE LEGENDARY FATES OF THE UNGODLY

The Bible is to some extent a series of stories about heroes and
villains, including the consequences of their activities upon the
people of God. In the face of the general inequities of real 1life,
the Bible is frankly dedicated to the proposition that virtue always
triumphs - at least where an arch-criminal is involved. Hence, when
the Bible (or its apocryphal supplements) recounts the defeat or
death of a scoundrel, the narrative is always spiced with gory, vin-
dictive details in order to prove a moral point. It is not enough
for the vile character to be simply overthrown or executed; he must
also be humiliated or tormented before his final consignment to the
hottest part of hell.

As a consequence of this pious enmity, there has been a prolifer-
stion of legendary material on this subject of crime and punishment
down through the centuries. These fictitious narratives, when com-
pared to historical versions of the events, make for an interesting
study. Furthermore, it is noteworthy that throughout all of these
accounts there runs a core of common elements that were apparently
passed on from one tale to the next.

The arch-villains of religious history have been assembled below
in a kind of rogue's gallery, along with the stories of the just
retribution that each impious scoundrel suffered in turn.

CAIN, the first Murderer:

And Yahweh said, "What have you done? The voice of your brot@er’s
blood is crying to Me from the ground. And now you are cursed
from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your oro-
ther's blood from your hand. When you till the ground,_ip shall
no longer yield to you its strength; you shall be a fugitive and
a wanderer on the earth.” Gen. 4:10-12

At the close of this jubilee (the year in which Adam died), Cain
was killed after him in the same year; for his house fell upon
him, and he died in the midst of the house. And he was killied
by its stones, for with a stone he had killed Abel, and by a2
stone he was killed in righteous judgment. For this reason ??
was ordained on the heavenly tablets: "With the instrument wita
which a man kills his neighbor, with the same shall he be killed.
After the manner that he wounded him, in like manner shall thez
deal with him." Book of Jubilees 4331-32
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